The Thirteen
Black Cats

by Ed Betts

TWA has -another anniversary this week
besides the 40th of international service.
Although April 17 will be'oﬁiua]ly recog-
nized-as TWA's 60th anniversary (along
with Western Airlines) the predecessor
Aero Corporation was founded on Febru-.

ary 3, 1926. Partandparcelofthlsmﬂe-'-'
stone is the story of the 13 Black Cats, a~

movie acrobatic team. Included with this

group of Hollywood stuntmen was one'of *
TWA’s founders and later an executive '

vice president, ‘Paul E. Richter, 1) I
The group was first organizedin 1924
with 13 members, headed by Bon Mac-
Dougall. Their home base was the Burdett.”
Airport located at Western: Avenue and -

102nd Street, now the site of a huge de- .

partment store complex. Their. uniform
was a black sweater with the cat and num-

ber 13 patch on the front, and'_theirnammi 2

on the back. Originally the group.was
made up of pilots, motion-picture-
stuntmen and automobile racers who
wanted to “corner the market” on all
movie stunt work that involved airplanes, -
automobiles and motorcycles. They ad-
vertised that they defied all superstition
and the odds and their services were als_o
available for air shows or meets and any.
other audience that would pay their fee.

Except for trains, they would supply the -

equipment needed and their fleet con-"

e b

_the same.1926 seniority was Lee,

. Flanagin.

In October of 1926 the 13 Black Cats
made the headlines in the LA press when
they performed one of their daring acts

before the horrified eyes of 79,000 spec-

tators. This was during the half-time of

. the, USC-Stanford football game held at -

" the coliseum. The' plan was: with Mac-

~ Dougall the  pilot of the-- #Jenny” and
~““Fronty” Nichols' perched atop the left
"~ (upper) wing and "Splde#’ Matlock atop -
the right wing rthey would swoop right °
. over the stadium rim and “buzz” the play- -
ing field. Nichols -and Matlock each had a,
football, painted in the school colors, that

- they were to toss towards the crowd. Un-

‘sfortunately, just. as,they: approa.ched;p;f_

stad.mm, the radlator broke and ‘spew:

to the cockpit just as they flew over the
crowd with the stricken plane and made .
* dn emergency landing on a vacant lot sev-:
eral blocks away.

In early 1929 the 13 Black Cats d.ls-
ban_ded—-_there was tog much competi-
tion. The price for a simple parachute
. jump had come down from $80 to a mere
$10 by some free-lance daredevils who
were willing to risk their lives for a fast

. buck. The future seemed to be more sta-
ble or safe in the airline business carrymg g

mallandpassengers. A
Black Cats Pnoes. o

sisted of war-surplus Curtiss “Jennies”and _ Crash sh.lps (ﬁy mto froeet hous— -:_ ot

“Cannucks”. Until 1927, when it became a
law, they used no parachutes. ;

Supposedly each member’s name would '
add up to a total of 13 letters; if it didn’t
he was given a nickname that would (no
explanation was given for Richter and
Goebel not meeting this requirement). At .
one time actor-aviator Reginald Denny
was a member of the group, and one ac-
count says that Jack Frye, later. premdent
of TWA, did some work for t.hem g

Founders of TWA -

These were the years of ba.mstcmung Parachute jump-ocean landing

which most of the pilots did between jobs
with the studios, trying to make a living or

at least pay for their gas and oil. 1924 is -

the year that Jack Frye learned to fly, be-
came an instructor and-used his “fortune”
to become a partner with Burdett Fuller
(% interest in a “Jenny”). One of Frye's
first students was Paul Richter who had

left the family ranch in Colorado to learn - - Plane goes down in spin to crash.

to fly. Whether or not it is true, it makes a

great story—on Paul's first solo (solo,

with a passenger ?) flight he had Bon Mac—
Dougall aboard the “Jenny”.
Once in the air, and much to the amaze-

ment of the fledgling pilot, Bon climbed -

out of the cockpit and spent his time “wing
walking” from tip to tip. After a safe land-
ing, Paul was offered a job and member-

ship in the 13 Black Cats. Such work is far ™

from steady, Paul’s main source of income
was as a flight instructor with the Burdett -
Flying School. Another “graduate” of t.he
school was Walt Hamilton. -~

In February 1926, Frye, Rlchte.r and =

Hamilton were among the founders of the
Aero Corporation of California and the fol-
lowing year,. they formed their Standard -
Airlines. Another of their students with
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_the scalding ‘water over the windshield

-and goggles of MacDougall. He raised his -
fist, the signal of distress, and the two .
wingwalkers were making a hasty retreat .

$1200
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The famed “13 Black Cats,” Hollywood stunt team that included one of TWA’
founders and later an executive vice president, Paul E. Richter, Jr., Pictured
are (standing): Albert Johnson, “Bon” MacDougall, Art Goebel, “Fronty”
Nichols and Paul Richter. Kneeling: Herd McClellan, Sam Greenwall anc
“Spider” Matlock. Greenwall was a famous newsreel camerman and Goebel
later won fame as a racing pilot, winning the “Dole” race from Oakland tc
Honolulu in 1927. Kansas City TWAers are well acquainted with the Goebe!
Hangar at the old Kansas City Municipal Airport.
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The founders of Aero Corporatmn of Cahfonua on February 3, 1926 include
Jack Frye (second from left) and two other future TWA executives, Walte:

Hamilton (fourth from left) and Paul Richter (sixth from left).

Singled Out for Service performing their jobs in an outstandin

Don Adams’ team of quality assurance
observers has been on the prowl again this
winter. Disguised as passengers, they've

recognized the following employees for

The “Cats” in actmn. Daredevils chsbanded in 1929.

way:

Inflight services; Karen Mabli, LAX
Charlotte McPherson, ORD; Stev:
Schmidt, STL; Libby Shaw, LAX; Bonni

Sink, STL and Michael Pritchard, JFK.

Reservations; Karen James, STL; Myr
Stanke, CHI and Karen Wills, STL.

Atrport Operations; Denise Giannios
LGA; Don Harvey, SFO and Les Pryo:
STL.

Golf Tourney
The second annual TWA/Los Angeles

| Open will be held on the Las Verdes

course on March 6-7. Check local bul-
letin boards for posters and registra-
tion forms, or call either Jerry Ward at
(213) 646-0946 in Los Angeles or Paul
Rueter in St. Lou.ls at (314) 429-9540.
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Richter, flyer for the Acro Corporation, took off in his plane
“Eagle Rock” at Clover Field, Sunday, Nov. 7—cheered byone ~ .

of the. greatest crowds ever assembled at an aviation meet. _

Up and up he circled until he was completely lost to
sight. An hour and a half later he returned, with hls barograph' ’

_indicating a height of 17,846 feet.

Incompetition with six other “crack ﬂyers he- had
-won the handsome silver cup and a cash prize, offered by the Cali-
‘fornia Petroleum Corporation and'had set the first official altitude
record on the Pacific Coast.for-100H:Pplanasl ... R anhieiin

- His feac wasra’ signal honorTor  Winter Calpet is the- “scientif-- -+

_ himself and his company—a tremendous - jaally de\re!oped specially. refined gasoline’. ... s

" new impetus for western aviation and' an * " gf the Calif Petroleum Corponlion—

o-umm triumph for Winter Calpet.  ho hichest<grade winter gasoline. that & =~ =7

Athn\es?(arly éc:]ur Lﬁ:ﬁesiabove t}fle $125,000,000 corporation can produce.

eart inter to_function at far _.__ ;

- colder tem m:urﬁe than a.ng California mo- K&p your-tank full of Winter

*  torist ever ms to encounter. And Richter's - Calpet—that cold-weather, never-chill, start

Teport is one of perfect performance! .~uq - quick-amdnever-sputter Winter Gmlmc! Al
ot , On Sale at Indrpmdmt Service Stations _ Bk

CALIFORNIA PETROLEU‘M CORPORATION




WHY TWA IS KNOWN AS

| T ZWJ

From the President right down,
every one of TWA's top operating
officials is an experienced li-
censed pilotl

The man shown above is Pqul
E. Richter, Executive Vice-Presi-
dent of TWA, Juack Frye. TWA's
President is the only executive
head of a transcontinental airline
who is a licensed airline pilot.
Other ilying executives of TWA
include Operations Vice-President,
Larry Fritz, and Chief Engineer,
Tommy Tomlinson,

These flying executives know
planes—and men. And they see
to it that TWA has the best of
both. That's why you'll sense the
difference in TWA's service the
minute you step aboard.

¢ NON-STOPS CHICAGO-NEW YORK, both directions 4:00 p.m. and
5:30 p.m.—Latest afternoon departures—Save a full business day!

¢ ONLY THROUGH SKYSLEEPERS Between Los Angeles and Chi-

cago, both directions. No change of planes. Fly TWA all the way.

*GRAND CANYON see 100 miles of it as you fly TWA coast to coast

——plus Boulder Dam, the Indian Country . . . America’s grandest scenery.

ﬁ' WASHINGTON Fast, most frequent service from the Mation's Capital

to western cities via TWA and connecting airline!

9% OVERNIGHT COAST TO COAST ... SHORTEST, FASTEST. Next trip
take the popular overnight ‘‘Sky Chief” East or West! Enjoy the best!




