
The Thirteen'- ...the's~~e.1926.seni~~itywasL~e. ." '.., F1anagm.. . .

B
'

lack Cats .' . '.. In Oc.tober0:19~6th~13.Black.Cats
, ." made the headlines mthe LA press when

by Ed B~ttS ; ,:""i':.,. they"perfomi~ 'on~of their darUig acts .
. . .' .' '.' before theh.orrifi.ed.eyes of 79,000s~~'

TW.A has'another ~~~ this w~ ;...~~tators.,Thi$,-wa{dUiUt8 *e)aIf-tiine 'of.'
besides the 40th of ';11~ti0IJal se;:vJce. '.dh~. Usc..st3'nford fgQ}baJ!.gcW,le.h~d'at .
Although Apri117. willbe'Officiallyr.ecog~..~
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with wes~emc.Airljnes)::~epr¥~7~~1;.Qnt!f:Ni~<?Js-i~e(f;?a!op;'Me:'j~
Aero Corporation.WjISfound~ 0!l}\el'fI1.'1t'~'0Jup~)..,~'aP~;"Sp1d~~~og{~~9P' ..,
ary 3,.1~26..Part andPar~ Of~ nille-;~,::.;~:;gght-.wing-they.woii14;§woop;,n~r.~,
ston~ ISthe st?ry of ~eJ3 .B~,* p.ts, .";;\..over.the stadi~;tWt::and "D~ thepJaYi\<;<;'
mOVIeacrobatic team: Incfu.ded Wlth~7 . .ing field.:NiCho)s,;andWtlock each had ~':A:
group of HonYWOQds~t,nl~.~.pne..of.~,:'J@tball'p3mtedil{i1ili;s&oofcolots, that~"
TWA's founders and ,later ~. ~ecutive' /;th~y w~etot~tOWirds the'crowd. Un:f;:~.
vicepresidentrPaulE.Richter,.Jr.."","",~ ..' '4;',,,I>,1...;:th';;;'a'rOOched." '.",''',
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e groupwas":,,,.orJ\JD;' ~~~~um;\he ra,dia:tor,,*dkeana~sPew' .
with 13 m~ber:s, headed.br ~n Mac':./(ihe': scalding".wiiier:ov~the~win~e1d' ,

Dougall.Th~ home base was ~eB~de,tt._. : aridgoggles of'MacDougall,He riiised his
AirPort located at Wes~~nl-A:v~ue:andc'''''fist, the Sigiw 'oLdistress; and thetWo. .

102nd S~~t, now the ,:u~ of.~ h~~ de--: ~erIi w~e ipakiDga ,hastiietreat .' .
partment store comp~ :f,11~..Uniform to'tbeCOckpit juStasthey (lew.over 'the. "

wasablacksweater)VlththeC'!\3;I1dnum-.,. 'q-o\¥d.:with,~e.$~~;p1aneJU1dmade, ,'_,;:~,__"","". '. . . .' ,
bar 13 patch on ~e .froI!,t,and.th~ names "., an E:I11e)."genwlanding on a v.acantlot re.v,..: T}ie famed "13 :tilack Sats, " ~oll~ood 8~t team that m<;luded one of,TWA ~
on the ba<:k-OrJ&inally:the.gro~p:.w~ :;.eraJ.blocksa:WaY." .' ,".', , .' ". f~unders and later an executive VIce president, Paul E. Richter, Jr., Plcturec:
made UpQ{,.i>*M, ~ot~on-plcture:;'~i.",Jil eMly1929,th~)..3...B1a2k Catsdis- '-are'(standing):~be,rt Johnson, ~~on" MacDougall, Art Goebel, "Fr~lDty
stuntm!:n ~d aut~mobile Jacers"who, ~:;banded~J~ere was.t<:>q,mucl).CQmpeti~ :Nic~ols and Paul.Rich~r. Kneeling: Herd McClellan,.Sam Greenwall and
wan~ed to comer th.e market;' on'all.tl!Jii.: .%eprice. for. a'tjmple parachute "SpI~e( M~t1ock. G~~wall.w~ a .f~OU8 ne~sreet camerman and GoebeJ
mOVIestunt wot:kthat mvolvedmp~es,. jlimp'had comedown fu5nt$80 to 'a mere lat~'won fame as ,a racmg pilot, wmmng the Dole ~ace. fro.m Oakland t<
auto~obiles and motorcycles."They. ~d- .:' $10' by' so\'iie.fr~iaD~" daredeVi}$who HOA,QMuin 1927. Kansas ~ity TW~~rs ~ well acquamted WIth the Goebel
vertisedthat they d~ed'~ SURefStitio~" were willingtoriSk:thei~)i,:,esfoi a'f3gt. . ~~ar a~ the old ~ C~tyMUDlC1pal~rt.
and theod~ ~d tJteu:ser."lceswere a1s2 ~:..,buck.The future seenied,toi>e more sta- -. '~, ~_~..-4't1,.,\t'IO ,--.' .

available~or an: shows ~r meets ~d. ~!.:?.: "'hIeor'safe m 'tp.eairline ~$.in.e8$:~ :;~
other audience ~t would paY..thetr.f~~., mail and ~ers;,"{i!::;;.;,;,~".[l~~~ff~4'

.Except for trains,theywould supply t!i~;.'i;'/':';.. ".5:: . ~i;w.-:-:-:~.£?""~'V-~::t~~--:""" . ': .
equipmentneeded and,their fleet.~n;~\;.,¥~:,." ,:.~~It~}ibiJ'i~I~)i;;:':. .i,"
sisted of war-surplus CurtisS "JennieS".and.:., :~Crash slit' .(ft'"U1iOW:S~1l6USi!~~!i?r.

,', .. ps, ~. . ~~..i"'~"- "..'-
.~uCks.. Until19.27,when.it~a 'ri es,'etc,.)?':7::;,~~))ff~~~fS~:$l~~' .,' "law, they used no parachUtes.
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Supposedlyeach member's name would, centersecnon:.'.'"..:/.. 1." .I."150.'~

add up to ato~ ~;131etters;ifit didn't '~p'.':Witn;~:o.n_~~~Viipg,..q; ,~;,~'>
he was given a mckname that would (no .'standing up' ';. ~~~ :<",<.,"', ': .450
explanation ~ giv~ ~or.Richter 'and ,"'Ship,change':>' ..~SZ'';.J;>:~,,":...Iio.o
Goebel not meeting this requifement)..At.::-'"'UpSidedown ship ~e-" :,"."'500
one time actor-avia~orReginaldDemiy, ! Ch3nge-~1aneto tiiIiri...':' "-. :'., 150

was.amem~ of the group,~d ~n~ac.7 '. G~autoniobile tO~e '. : . 150 . :t,.-count:Says:that'JacICFryej;Jatex;.prest
. 'deut.:"'~"'Ch~~g'~~ttir
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of J'WA,did some wO:kfor th~F';:, :.,,~.. .,C.~m,~t~<:r.~~5~~~,',-;.'~..,.' .:;~,50 .' ~
, ..., ') "" .,~'...' .' P;irachuteJUffip',.:.;., ~.,,,. :f'" .,' ,80, ~
FoundersofTWA', ., :':;' . , ParacliuteraCe-iwoJum~' ,'c' .150 _ .~

Thesewerethe yearsofbarnstonriing,. .' Parachute,juID~ liindiiig. : :'~50' -:;1'i
whichmostofthe pilotsdidbetweenjobs DQuble'paracliut~ j\lmp-two' .,.

with the studios, trying to make a livingor men on onePar'achute:... .180
atleast payfor their gasand.0iL1924is ., Fighton.up~'Wing-twcimen, .
the year that Jack Frye learned to fly,be- .one knocked off .' .
canle an instructor .and.usedhis "fortune~ Upside do~.flying
to become a partner with Burdett Fuller Delayed opeWng parachut~-
(112interest in a "jenny").One of Frye's . 'over ],000 f~t_.. ;:' ,_ 150
first students was Paul Richter who .had ci-asp auto~o!>~eW-tQ~ ". 150.
left ~~ family ranch in COloraqotO.learn '. - Plane gOesdQwnin spin to crash. .' ~200
to fly.Wbe~eror not-itistn!e;iflPakesa 'f4me spinsdo~ onJire, does '.

great storr-on Paul's first solo (sqlo, ..,.not~ '.:.; ." '<',:J:. <.' '.i ..::50
with a passenger ?)flighthe halt~n ~c- Blow'p!a.ne,up iri)nid-air.;'pilot. " .
Douga11aboardthe "Jenny". " '. ';', chuteS out ..' ' . ;'; . '., ,;' 15QO.

Onceintheair,andmuchtotheamaze:.' ':'. .' ", ," ~. .'

ment of the fledgling pqot,B,!JnCliffibed'
out of the cockpit arid spent hjS time. "wing
walking" from tip to tip. After' a safe 1anq-
ing, Paul was offered a job and member-
ship in the 13.~lack Cats. Such wo~k is far" ,
from steady, Paul'!! 1lU!insource pf in!X)me
was as a flightinslr\1ct..or with'ti)e ~urdettL .t~
Flying School;' Anoth~ "graduate., of th~ :'.'
school was WaltHamilton. . . <. I. ., " ~

In FebruaxY' 1926, Frye" Richter)nd~>
Hamilton were amongJlie founders~Of the ".

Aero Corporation' of California and th~ foJ~ .'

lowingyear,.they-fonnedtheir Standard' ,... m..:;:~,'.,__,-.., '.""" '. '. . ._ v,. ...
~lines. AnotJterof their,stud~ts,~th ,,!pe "C~~~JIi~tio~ Dared~vils disbanded in 192~~

. ~ . '

TWA

.225.
100

. ,~' ''', '.~. r.;. . . .c,' ,'-""- i::IJIffT' I

The found~ of Aero Corporati~n of California <;IIi.February3, 1926 include<
Jack Frye, (second from left) and two otherfutureTWA execUtives, WaIte]
Hamilton (fourth from left) and Paul Richter (sixth fromIeft).

Singlfi)d Out for SerVice" .. '.

Don.Adams' team of quality assuranCe
obsefvers'haS been on the prowl again this
wUi~. DiSguisedas Passen&eIs, they've

.~~~ the fonowing.~pI9Y~for,

performing their jobs in an' outstandin,
way: .

. 'Inftight SeTVlces;Karen Mabli, LAX
Charlotte McPherson, ORD; Stev.
Schmidt, STL; Libby Shaw, LAX; Bonni,
Sink, STL and Micha~ Pritchard, JFK.

. Resefvations; Karen James, STL; Myr.
Stanke, em and Karen Wills,STL.

Airport Operations; DeniSe Giannim
LGA; Don Harvey, SFO and Les Pryo:
'STL.' .

.Golf Tourney
.The second' annual TWA[Los Angeles
Open will be held on' the Las Verdes
cOurse on March 6-7. Check local bul-

letin b()ardsfor posters and regisua-
tion forms, oJ call.either Jerry Ward at
(213) 646-0946 in Los Angeles or Paul
Rueter in St. Louis at (314) 429-9540,

_.:~. """..' :. ;.' . .., -.'; ~.',;.~.~~-';\._:tJ_:1>:r~~.
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From the President right down,
everyone of TWA's top operating
officials is an experienced li-
censed pilot!

The man shown above is Paul
E. Richter, Executive Vice-Presi-
dent of TWA. Jack Frye, TWA's
President is the only executive
head of a transcontinental airline
who is a licensed airline pilot.
Other flying executives of TWA
include Operations Vice-President,
Larry Fritz, and Chief Engineer,
Tommy Tomlinson.

These flying executives know
planes-and men. And they see
to it that TWA has the best of
both. That's why you'll sense the
difference in TWA's service the
minute you step aboard.
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'* NON-STOPSCHICAGO-NEW YORK, both directions 4:00 p.m. and
5 :30 p.m.-Latest afternoon departures-Save a full business day!

'* ONLYTHROUGHSKYSLEEPERS
cago, both directions. No change of planes.

Between Los Angeles and Chi-
Fly TWA all the way.

-{:( GRANDCANYONSee 100 miles of it as you fly TWA coast to coast
-plus Boulder Dam, the Indian Country. . . America's grandest scenery.

-{:( WASHINGTON Fast, most frequent service from the Nation's Capital
to western cities via TW A and connecting airline!

-{:( OVERNIGHTCOAST'TOCOAST. . . SHORTEST,FASTEST. Next trip
take the popular overnight "Sky Chief" East or West! Enjoy the best!


